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Philosophy 215: Philosophical Reasoning
Professor Matthew Strohl
Office: LA 147
Office hours: MW 3:15-4:15 and by appointment
Office phone: (406) 243-6234
Email: matthew.strohl@mso.urnt.edu

Course Description:
The point of this course is to prepare you for (or help you become better at) advanced
undergraduate work in philosophy. This is like philosophy boot camp, except I probably won't
yell at you or make you do calisthenics. I believe that the only way to learn how to do
philosophy is by actually doing it, and so we will start reading actual philosophy right away. As
we make our way through the course material, the focus will be on developing and honing your
abilities to correctly reconstruct arguments from philosophical prose, rigorously evaluate these
arguments, and state your reconstructions and evaluations clearly and precisely.
Required Texts:
Peter Singer, Practical Ethics (2nd edition)
John Perry (ed.), Personal Identity (2 nd edition)
Note: if you are buying these books somewhere other than the bookstore, make sure you get the
correct edition.
Written Work and Grading:
There will be three in-class exams. The first one will be primarily for diagnostic purposes and
will only be worth 10% of your final grade. The other two will each be worth 20%. In these
exams you will be given one or more prose arguments reconstruct, evaluate, and/or answer short
questions about. Please let me know at least a week in advance ifyou cannot take an exam on
the scheduled day, unless you have a legitimate emergency.
I very much hope that this will not be a course where most of you sit and passively listen. You
will learn a lot more if you participate actively in discussion. To encourage you to be prepared
to participate, and also to give you practice writing clearly and precisely, there will be frequent
short writing assignments that should in general take no more than 10-20 minutes each to
complete. These will not be graded, but I will keep track of whether or not you complete them
(assignments that reveal no serious effort will not be counted as complete). Completing these
assignments and participating in class will be worth 20% of your overall grade. You may miss
one writing assignment in the course of the term with no penalty to your grade.
There will also be a final exam, worth 30% of your grade. It will be like the in-class exams, but
longer and more involved. The final will be held Wednesday, December 10 from 1:10-3:10.
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A Polite Request:

If you must have your cell phone turned on in class, please remember to silence it, and please do
not read or send text messages. Also, please do not have a laptop on during class.
Academic Misconduct:
You are strictly held to the University of Montana Student Conduct Code
(http://wvvw.umt.edu.SA). The in-class exams are closed-note: you may not consult anything but
your own mind in order to answer questions on the exam. You may not use cell-phones, or any
electronic devices to aid you, nor fellow students, nor fellow students' answers on exams, etc.
You will receive no credit for any exam that you cheat on. Your conduct will also be reported to
the Dean. You may discuss the short writing assignments with whoever you like, but you must
actually write them yourselves. Assignments that are copied or closely paraphrased will not be
accepted.
Special Needs:
Students with disabilities will receive reasonable modifications in this course. Your
responsibilities are to request them from me with sufficient advance notice and to be prepared to
provide verification of disability and its impact from Disability Services. Please speak with me
after class or during my office hours to discuss the details. For more information, visit the
Disability Services for Students website at www.umt.edu/dss/
Tentative Schedule:
This schedule is subject to change; consult Blackboard (https://courseware.umt.edu/) for the
most up to date class information, especially if you miss a class. I will post short writing
assignments on the Blackboard site. You are held responsible for staying up to date in class even
if you were absent. (Note: as of the first day of class I am unable to access Blackboard for
whatever reason. I hope to resolve this very soon. If I need to announce something in the
meantime I will email the class.)

8/25: Introduction
Part I: Peter Singer's Practical Ethics
8/27: About Ethics (pp. 1-15)
8/29: Equality and Its Implications (16-37)
9/1: Labor Day, NO CLASS.
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9/3: Equality and Its Implications (38-54)
9/5: Equality for Animals? (55-68)
9/8: Equality for Animals? (68-82)
9/10: What's Wrong with Killing? (83-101)
9/12: What's Wrong with Killing? (101-109)
9/15: FIRST EXAM
9/17: Taking Life: Animals (110-134)
9/19: Taking Life: The Embryo and the Fetus (135-149)
9/22: Taking Life: The Embryo and the Fetus (149-156)
9/24: Taking Life: The Embryo and the Fetus (156-174)
9/26: Taking Life: Humans (175-200)
9/29: Taking Life: Humans (200-217)
10/1: Rich and Poor (218-246)
10/3: NO CLASS (I'll be out of town)
10/6: Insiders and Outsiders (247-263)
10/8: The Environment (264-288)
10/10: Ends and Means (289-313)
10/13: Why Act Morally? (314-335)
10/15: catch up/review for exam
10/17: SECOND EXAM
Part II: Personal Identity

10/20: John Locke, "Ofldentity and Diversity" (33-39-stop after the first full paragraph on 39)
10/22: Locke, cont. (39-52)

...
10/24: Criticisms of Locke from Joseph Butler (99-105)
10/27: Criticisms of Locke from Thomas Reid (107-118)
10/29: David Hume, "Our Idea ofldentity," "Of Personal Identity," "Second Thoughts" 161-176
10/31: Hume, cont. (no new reading)
11/3: Sydney Shoemaker, "Personal Identity and Memory" (119-134)
11/5: THIRD EXAM
11/7: H.P. Grice, "Personal Identity" (73-85)
11/10: Grice, cont. (85-95)
11/12: John Perry, "Personal Identity, Memory, and the Problem of Circularity" (135-154)
11/14: Perry, cont. (no new reading)
11/17: Derek Parfit, "Personal Identity" (199-209)
11/19: Parfit, cont. (209-220)
l l /21: Bernard Williams, "The Self and the Future" ( 179-198)
11/24: Perry, "Williams on the Self and the Future" (327-343
11/26-11/28: Thanksgiving break, NO CLASS.
12/1: Shoemaker, "Persons and Their Pasts" (249-277)
12/3: Shoemaker, cont. (no new reading)
12/5: catch up/review for final

